the documents granting these rights formed the keystone of Gdańsk's exceptional political and economic status, not only in Royal Prussia, but also within the Kingdom of Poland.
3 It was at that time that Gdańsk gained significant autonomy in administrative, judicial, and financial matters as well as in determining foreign (maritime) policy. 4 During the late medieval period, the wealth of the city located at the mouth of the Vistula River was built on long-distance overseas trade and cooperation with other member-cities of the Hansa, in particular with Lübeck. 5 The lands around the Baltic Sea offered ample opportunities for migrants from all quarters of the Hanseatic world Kazimierza IV Jagiellończyka…, p. 11. 4 E. Cieślak, 'Przywileje Gdańska z okresu wojny 13-letniej na tle przywilejów niektórych miast bałtyckich' [Privileges awarded to Gdańsk during the Thirteen Years' War in comparison with privileges enjoyed by other Baltic cities], Czasopismo Prawno-Historyczne, 6, 1954, pp. 61-119 landscape. The fluctuating political circumstances of the day allowed Gdańsk's patricians to petition subsequent kings of Poland for patents of nobility. In order to enhance their position and prestige, many affluent burghers, such as the von der Bekes, the Zimmermans, the Ferbers, and the Werdens, endeavoured to obtain royal ennoblement by having their own coats of arms approved, or by being granted the right to use the coats of arms of renowned and respected Polish noble families, among them the Łaski family (Korab coat of arms), the Lubrański's (Godziemba coat of arms), and the Szydłowiecki's (Odrowąż coat of arms).
9 Thanks to the generosity of the Polish kings, the heraldic badges used by the patriciate were elevated to the rank of family coats of arms, usually being endorsed without any changes to their existing designs, which were already widely known throughout the city, as was the case with those of the Ferber and Giese families.
10
The first recorded recipient of a royal patent of nobility was the town councillor Joachim von der Beke (1410-1463), 11 who was ennobled by Kazimierz IV Jagiellończyk on 27 May 1457 through gaining approval for his existing coat of arms (Fig. 1) . 12 The relevant document was [Armorial bearings of the nobility issued in Gdańsk during the king's sojourn there, two days after the city had been ceremonially granted the privilege of a coat of arms.
13
The burgher's ennoblement came about as a result of the substantial financial contributions that the von der Beke family had made to the king's cause during the Thirteen Years' War.
14 The patent not only conferred nobility on its recipient and approved his family coat of arms (consisting of a blue shield with a gold bend emblazoned with two gold crowns in circles flanking a lion passant, also in a gold circle), 15 and naturalized Polish nobles, fifteenth-eighteenth centuries], ed. B. Trelińska, Lublin 2001, pp. 47-48, no. 13 but it also entitled him to a landed estate-the village of Stężyca on Lake Raduńskie. 16 Possession of land was a condition of nobility in the Crown, which placed the Gdańsk nobility in a unique position in relation to other ennobled citizens.
Ennoblement was an important event in the life of Gdańsk's burgher patricians, as it affected not only their own civic standing, but also that of their offspring. Furthermore, it laid the foundations for the emergence of an elite of municipal officials who shaped the political life of Gdańsk and represented the city at Hanseatic assemblies. One of the most celebrated of Gdańsk's ennobled families was the Ferber clan, whose descendants belonged to the city's social elite from the mid-fifteenth to the end of the eighteenth centuries. Numerous members of this family held some of the most important civic posts in Gdańsk. 17 They were keen to make use of every opportunity to emphasise their social standing, adding their coat of arms to each of the furnishings they donated to their family chapel in St Mary's Church in Gdańsk, such as the Small Ferber Altarpiece (1484-1490) and the epitaph painting of Nale Ferber-Langenbeke (c.1500). Representations of their heraldic signs also featured on portraits of individual family members and items such as chairs and door locks.
18 They could also be found in many locations around the city, for example above the entrance to the rectory of St Mary's Church. The Ferbers made a name for themselves among Gdańsk's patriciate by taking measures to have their noble ancestry recognised both by the Polish king and by the imperial court. Gdańsk 2015, pp. 106-108, 119-123, 148-153,191-193, 219-221, 225, 252-253. 18 A chair and door lock bearing the Ferber family coat of arms are held in the collections of the National Museum in Gdańsk under inventory numbers MNG/SD/302/ Mb and MNG/SD/486/Mt, respectively.
(Bratislava) and Vienna, 19 nobility was conferred on the mayor of Gdańsk Eberhard Ferber (1463-1529), 20 his wife and their children (Fig. 2) .
21 Zygmunt I Stary awarded the patrician noble status, endorsed his family's coat of arms-a gold shield emblazoned with three black boars' heads-and granted him, in perpetuity, the Crown estate of Tczew (Dirchau) and other landed properties.
22
Here we have a very interesting example of a single patent combining two methods of gaining admission to the rank of nobility; Eberhard Ferber and his children were granted their own heraldic badge, while Nadwiślańskiego, vol. 1, ed. S. Gierszewski, Gdańsk 1992, pp. 410-411; J. Zdrenka, Urzędnicy…, vol. 2, pp. 85-86, no. 254; E. Bojaruniec, 'Ferber Eberhard,' in: Encyklopedia gdańska…, pp. 277-278; eadem, 'Social Advancement…,' pp. 155-156; eadem, 'Eberhard Ferber,' in: Poczet sołtysów, burmistrzów…, pp. 119-123 27 The ennoblement of patrician men and women was meant to guarantee that their children would have noble ancestry through both parents. In keeping with the provisions of the 1505 Diet of Radom, nobility derived from being born of a father and mother who came from the same social class. 28 An example from Gdańsk of a patrician couple who each had noble status conferred on them independently is provided by Matthias and Dorothea Zimmermann. Dorothea (1459-1511), 29 née Ferber, was granted the right to use the Godziemba coat of arms 30 (Fig. 3) by letters patent issued in 1505 by the chancery of King Aleksander Jagiellończyk (Alexander I Jagiellon), while her husband, Gdańsk mayor Matthias Zimmermann (1445-1513), 31 was ennobled and granted the right to use the Korab coat of arms 32 (Fig. 4) Nowak, pp. 362-3-63; idem, Urzędnicy…, vol. 2, p. 388, no. 1313; idem, 'Zimmermann Matthias,' in: Encyklopedia gdańska…, p. 1140; idem, 'Matthias Zimmermann,' in: Poczet sołtysów, burmistrzów…, pp. 116-119; E. Bojaruniec-Król, 'Nobilitacje patrycjuszy…,' pp. 30-31. 32 AGAD, MK 21, k. 24-25; APG, 300, R/Uu, no. 18; PAN Biblioteka Gdańska, Ms 616, k. 20-22; Biblioteka Czartoryskich w Krakowie, rkps. 964, k. 61; MRPS, vol. 3, pp. 95-96, no. 1527; Z. Wdowiszewski, 'Wiadomości…,' pp. 29, 33-34; idem, 'Regesty nobilitacji…,' p. 4; Album armorum…, p. 56, no. 38; Materiały genealogiczne…, p. 33; E. Bojaruniec-Król, Nobilitacje patrycjuszy…, pp. 30-31; eadem, 'Ceremony and pleasure example is that of Ursula von Campen, who was granted the right to use the Ogończyk coat of arms by a patent issued in 1526 33 and was married in that same year to the Polish nobleman Jan Sokołowski (d. 1546), holder of the Pomian coat of arms.
34
Returning to the ennoblement of Eberhard Ferber, it is worth noting that he did not stop at just one royal patent. He secured a second title for himself and his descendants from Maximilian I Habsburg on 29 July 1515, during the Congress of Vienna (Fig. 5) . To emphasize its prestige, the Ferber family coat of arms was subsequently embellished by the addition of peacock feathers and a gold crown. 35 The fact that Ferber received an imperial patent points to a certain independence, and to the diplomatic skills of this burgher, especially given Gdańsk's complicated situation arising from disputes over the city's jurisdiction between Zygmunt I and Maximilian I.
36
By maintaining a neutral stance throughout this time, Ferber was able to gain grants of nobility both from the Polish king and from the emperor of the Habsburg dynasty. The fact that the imperial patent makes no mention of the mayor's wife, Gertrude, is understandable, as the emperor's authority had no influence on ennoblement through heraldic adoption under the Polish Odrowąż coat of arms.
37
Apart from being inducted into the nobility by gaining approval for their own coats of arms, Gdańsk's patricians could also achieve noble on the occasion of the visit to Gdańsk in 1504 of Aleksander Jagiellończyk, King of Poland, and his wife Helena,' in: New Studies in Medieval…, p. 195. 33 AGAD, MK 38, MRPS, vol. 4, pt. 1, p. 289, no. 4915; Z. Wdowiszewski, 'Regesty nobilitacji…, ' p. 11; Album armorum…, p. 83, no. 116; Materiały genealogiczne…, p. 27; E. Bojaruniec, Herby mieszczan…, p. 16. Heraldic adoptions in the case of Gdańsk's burghers came about as a result of their dealings with Polish noble families who were among the financial elite and who held high secular and ecclesiastical office in the late medieval period, such as the Łaski (Korab coat of arms) and Lubrański (Godziemba coat of arms) families. The patricians furthered their claims by making personal contacts during assemblies, diplomatic missions and visits to Gdańsk by successive kings of Poland and their noble entourages.
39
The widely known and respected Szydłowiecki family adopted Gdańsk patricians under their Odrowąż coat of arms on three occasions. 40 These included the earlier mentioned Gertrude Ferber as well as the wealthy merchant Johann von Werden (1495 Werden ( -1554 , 41 who 39 E. 'Nobilitacje patrycjuszy…, ' p. 30. 40 J. Michta, 'Klejnot w herbach nobilitowanych w Rzeczypospolitej w XV-XVIII wieku' [Heraldic crests of those ennobled in the Polish-Lithuanian Commonwealth during the fifteenth-eighteenth centuries], Biuletyn Polskiego Towarzystwa Heraldycznego, fasc. 12, 1994, p. 6; E. Bojaruniec, Herby mieszczan…, p. 17. 41 E. Bahr, 'von Werden, Johann,' in: AB, Bd. 2, p. 789; W. Szczuczko, 'Werden (Werda) Jan,' in: SBPN, vol. 4, ed. Z. Nowak, Gdańsk 1997, pp. 433-435; J. Zdrenka, 45 King Zygmunt I Stary of Poland granted these letters patent himself during his 1526 sojourn in Gdańsk. These awards of nobility required Gdańsk's patricians to undertake specific diplomatic procedures and to make financial contributions to the grand chancellor of the Crown Krzysztof Szydłowiecki, to whom they gifted substantial amounts of money, cloth and herring. 46 Commercial interests and transactions with wealthy Polish noble families belonging to the financial elite were closely allied to the policies pursued by Gdańsk. Heraldic adoption, whereby patricians were granted the right to use familiar, widely used, respected coats of arms, such as that of the Godziemba clan in the case of Dorothea Zimmermann (née Ferber), adopted in 1505 by Mikołaj, voivode of Kalisz (c.1460-1524), 47 and by Jan Lubrański (1456-1520), 48 bishop of Poznań (Fig. 3) (Fig. 6 ) was adopted thanks to the efforts of Jan of Tarnów (1488-1561) 51 (future grand hetman of the Crown) and his relative Jan Ciężki (1479-1527), 52 castellan of Sącz and starost of Pilzno, was part of a plan designed to provide patronage for ambitious Gdańsk burghers. Naturally, these heraldic adoptions had to be approved by the king of Poland and confirmed by letters patent, as was the case when someone sought endorsement for their own coats of arms. Polish noble families readily granted Gdańsk burghers the right to use their coats of arms s probably because in doing so they gained financial and commercial advantages without the burden of legal obligations, such as inheritance rights. 53 Ennoblement paved the way for Gdańsk's burghers to pursue careers in civic office. Johann von Werden, awarded noble status in 1525 and was granted the right to use the Odrowąż coat of arms, did not hold any official post in Gdańsk when he was granted his patent of nobility. However, only a year after his ennoblement, he entered public office as mayor (in 1526), and for almost a quarter of a century (until his death in 1554) he continued to shape political life in Gdańsk and Royal Prussia. 54 Notably, in 1545 this patrician received another noble title, this time from the German King Ferdinand I Habsburg, later Holy Roman Emperor
55
, and from that time MK 42, k. 107v onward the Odrowąż coat of arms that he had used hitherto was always depicted on an eagle's breast (Fig. 7) . This revised design of the von Werden emblem formed the heraldic prototype for later compositions seen in heraldic manuscripts and works of art such as the family tombstone, dating from 1624, located in St Mary's Church in Gdańsk. 56 Members of Gdańsk's ennobled patrician families held high secular offices' in the city and successfully pursued ecclesiastical careers, serving as parish priests, episcopal officials, canons and bishops of Warmia (Ermland). A noteworthy example was Tiedemann Giese (1480-1550), 57 bishop of Chełmno (Kulm) and Warmia, who was ennobled in 1519 58 ( Fig. 8) . Family connections, which mattered greatly in appointments to particular secular offices in Gdańsk, could also be the key to securing rapid promotion for clergy within the Church hierarchy. The patrician Giese family was connected by marriage to some of the most prominent families settled in Gdańsk, among them the Bischoffs, the Suchtens, the Angermündes, the Feldstedtes, the Rogges and, most notably, the Ferbers, to whom Tiedemann was related through his mother Elisabeth, née Langenbecke (1455-1518).
59
It was doubtless the mayor of Gdańsk Eberhard Ferber and his brother Mauritius (1471-1537), bishop of Warmia, who helped their clergyman relative on the path to ennoblement at the court of the Polish King Zygmunt I.
60
Gdańsk's ennobled families constituted the city's social elite. They represented Gdańsk at assemblies of the Royal Prussian estates and at Hanseatic assemblies. They also participated in missions to the court of the subsequent kings of Poland. In building their own political and economic independence they also built the independence of Gdańsk. This city, which enjoyed burgeoning prosperity in the sixteenth and seventeenth centuries, marked by significant migration from northern and western Europe, also reached its peak as an economic powerhouse during this period.
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Elisabeth was the daughter of Tiedemann Langenbecke and Nale (née Ferber), see PAN Biblioteka Gdańska, Ms 602, k. 61; ibidem, Ms 604, k. 62; A. von Giese, 'Die Danziger…', p. 114; T. Borawska, Rodzina Giese…, p. 140; H. von Gerlinger, 'Bischof…', p. 465. 60 T. Borawska, Tiedeman Giese…, p. 129. 
